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T tht Reverend Dr. MATH ER, Vie. Chan- 
cellour of the Univerſity of OXFORD: - 


sI X, 


AM ſenſible that the following Sermon, which 
you would not allow to be deliver'd from the 
Pulpit, will not meet with the moſt favourable Re- 
ception when its preſented to you from the Preſs ; 
nor am I in the leaſt Hopes, that the Liberty I 
take, in addreſſing my ſelf to you in ſo publick a 
manner, will leſſen the Load of your Diſpleaſure 
which now lies upon me; ' eſpecially, ſince it is not 
my Deſign to offer you any incenſe of Flattery 
or Compliment, on account of thoſe good Quali- 
ties which you may poſſibly poſſeſs; or of your 


Conduct and Behaviour during the courſe of your 


Academical Government. The whole of my pre- 
ſent Intention, is to ſpeak out ſome Truths which 


ought not te be conceal'd, and to ſpeak them 
with that Freedom which I have a right to uſe; but 


wich cannot, without difficulty, be uſed, unleſs 
A 2 upon 


(4) 


upon ſuch an Opportunity as I have here em. 
brac'd. 


As you was pleas'd to fix an unuſual Mark of 
Ignominy upon me, by not permitting me to preach 
before the Univerſity, I owe fo much Juſtice to 
my ſelf, and ſo much Satisfaction to my Friends, 
as to acquaint them with the Grounds of my Di. 
grace; and to endeavour that I may nor be pre. 
jadic'd-1n their good Opinion, tho' it is ny hard 
Lot to * forfeited yours, * 


The * ons you inſiſted on for not granting 
me leave to Preach were, that I had given great 
Offence, and made my felf generally Odious at Or 
ford, by a (a) Sermon which was preach'd there, 
and afterwards Publiſh'd 3 And that you thought 
the Primer was not a Place for POLITICKS, 


8 to * is afforted in FR f of: theſe Rea: 
Gun, the Truth of it cannot be deny?*d.'. The Cla- 
mour, Calumny, and ill Treatment, which 
have follow'd me ever ſince that Sermon was 
preach'd, are evident Proors - of my being Odio, 
to the Univerſity, and that I have given great O 
fence, "But you can \ . or though 


- #4; 
Mt. = 
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5 ) The "ui of ag to be quiet * to a our own Bu- 
ſinefs : Recommended in a Sermon preach'd before the Univcr- 


by of a Sept. 1723. By Wyme. 
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[ it J 
you are ſilent, the Sermon, as it is made Publick, 
can ſpeak-for i it ſelf, that no Doctrines are to be 
found in it, which are falſe or hurtful to Society: 
none but what are ſtrictly agreeable] ro the Pre. 
cepts of . Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and tend, to pro- 
mote univerſal Peace, and Order, and Good: will, 
amongſt Men. If then I have given Offence to any 
Perſons, by doing my Duty as a Preacher; If] 
am bated by them for ſpeaking the Truth ; are they, 
or am I the moſt deſerving of Encouragement and 


| Favour? Are they, or I the moſt obnoxious to 


Puniſhment and Diſgrace? Put theſe Queſtions home 
to your own Heart, and reflect feriouſly on your 
paſt Conduct; and I cannot but think, that for once 
you will act ſo juſt a Part, and judge fo rightly of 
your Proceedings, as to condemn your felf. 


| Should Sloth, — and Diſſoyalty ever 
become popular Vices at Oxford, and over- run the 


Manners of the greateſt Part of the Univerſity, the 


Magiſtrates who ſhall be active in ſuppreſſing theſe 
Vices, and endeavouring tq introduce a Reformation 
of Manners, will, without doubt, be generally Odi- 
os, and give great Offence. In ſuch a Caſe, let 
ſome higher Power interpoſe to diſcountenance 
theſe Magiſtrates, and to reſtrain them in their 
right and commendable Endeavours, on a Pre- 
tence of their being Odious and Offenſive z and Ph 
leave it to you, Sir, to judge on which fide the 
Infamy would fall, and to whom the Cenſures of 
all good Men ought juſtly to be applied. 1 

S 


— 


Wn 


He who ſhould preach the Doctrines of Chrifi. 
anity and of the Reformation, before Infidels and Pa. 
piſts, would be hated, and give Offence to his 
Hearers; but would never be reproved or ſilenced 


by any Superiour, who was himſelf either a Chriſtian, 
or a Proteſtant. 


As to your other Reaſon againſt my Preaching 
before the Univerlity ; 3 it affirms nothing but what 
we are both agreed in, if we both annex the ſame 
meaning to the ſame Words. The Pulpit, in my 
Opinion as well as yours, is not a Place for Pol. 
ticks, if you mean by it, as I do, that it is not the 
Buſineſs of Preachers ta intermeddle in State Af 
fairs, and thar they ought not by Preaching to ſtir 
up Sedition and Diſloyalty amongſt Subjects, or any 
way to diſturb the Peace and Security of that 
Government under which they live, and by which 
they are protected in the Enjoyment of their re- 
ligious and civil Rights. But if your Meaning is, that 
Allegiance and Submiſſion to his preſent Majeſty 
ought never to be inculcated from the Pulpit, 
and that it is not a Place for putting Men in 
Mind of their Oaths and Obligations to ſupport our 
happy Conſtitution in Church and State, againſt 
thoſe wha have entred into Conſpiracies and Rebel. 
lions, in order to exchange it for Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power; I muſt own that I am in a different 
yay of Thinking from your ſelf; rho? at che ſame 

© | ume 
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time I ſhall confeſs, without the leaſt degree of 
Shame or Sorrow of Heart, that if Politicks, in 
this ſenſe, ought not to be preach'd, I have juft- 
ly incurr'd your Diſpleaſure by preaching ſuch 
Polticks, and that you are ſufficiently juſtified in 
excluding me from the Univer/ity-Pulpit, as from 
a Place in which I was not worthy to appear. 


However, let your Meaning be what it will, 
or let my Doctrines be as Odious and Oſfenſive as 
you are pleas'd to think them; I have this Selt- 
ſatisfaction, not to be enjoy'd by every Preacher, 
that the Sermon, which I preach'd, did not give 
Offence to my Superiors out of the Univerſity , and 
that it was not (a) complain'd of by Perſons in the 
Legiſlature; nor brought before the Houſe of Lords 
as a Criminal Performance. Had this been my 
Caſe, even you, Sir, as Vice-Chancellor, might 
jſtly have cenſured me for preaching Politicks, 
and ought to have prevented me, as far as was in 
your Power, from proſtituting the facred Office of 
3 Preacher in any future Inſtance. 


* 


The Sermon, which has render'd me ſo Odious, 
and has given ſuch Offence at Oxford, was preach'd 
not long after the Bill, for inflicking Pains and Pe- 
nallies on the late Biſhop of Rocheſter, had 


— — 
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(a) See a Sermon preach'd at Oxford in the laſt Reign, by 
Mr. M., of G. G. G. and complain'd of to the Houſe or 


Lords by the Biſhop of Salisbury). N 
| | palſs'd 


[vil 


paſs'd into an Act. As a Clergyman, and a Mem. 
ber of this Univerſity had put himſelf at the Head 


of a moſt wicked and deteſtable Conſpiracy, I thought 
it my Duty to declare my Abhorrence of this Conſpi- 
racy ; to obviate, as much as lay in my Power, the In. 
fluence, which fo great and ſo dangerous an Example 
might have on the Youth of the Univerſity ; and 
ro perſuade my Fellow - ſubjects, of every Rank and 
Order, to be Quiet and Peaceable under the pre- 
ſent mild and legal Adminiſtration, and to do their 
own Buſineſs, in their reſpective Callings. Whether 
theſe Doctrines can properly be called Politicks, 1 
ſhall leave it to more impartial Judges, than yor 
or are, to determine. But allowing them to be 
ſo in your Senſe, I have reaſon to complain, that 
tho* the Number of my Brethren has been very 
great, who have preach'd Poltticks, in the Senſe 
in which theſe Words are underſtood. by me ; yer 
am I fo ſingularly Unfortunate, as to be the only 
Perſon who has ſuffer'd, either Puniſhment or Re- 
proof on this Account. The Pulpit at St. Mary's, 
as Multitudes can witneſs, has for feveral Years 
been a Place notorious for Politicks; for what 
kind of Politicts is not my Buſineſs, nor perhaps 
my Duty, as a Member of the Univerſity, to 
determine ; but we all know that they have been 
repreſented by Perſons ont of the Univerſity, as 
the very worſt ſort of Politicks, as the moſt 
hurtful, and ſeditious, and treaſonable Politicks ;---- 
yet our Pulpit never was known to be ſhut againſt 
the Preachers of ſuch Politicks ; it always has been 


' open 
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St. Aſap] 


[vi] 
open and eaſy of Acceſs to every Preacher of 
Politicks beſides my ſelf. 


Whether you have acted a conſiſtent, and im- 
partial, or even a politick Part, in treating me in 


| the Manner above repreſented, I refer to your 


own private and ſerious Conſideration, I have 
now ſaid what I take to be ſufficient, in the 
way of Self-Defence ; and therefore ſhall leave 
you to the Perufal of the following Sermon, that 
you may ſee how terribly it is loaded with Politicks, 
and what would have been the Conſequence, had 
you ſuffer'd it to be diſcharg'd in the Face of the 
Univerſity. All the Ceremony I ſhall uſe with you 


| at parting, will be to aſſure you, that as neither 


the fear of giving Offence, nor the moſt rude and 
injurious Treatment will ever deter me from do. 
ing my Duty as a faithful Subject; ſo neither 
ſhall chey betray me into any Behaviour misbe- 


coming my ſelf, or contrary to that Reſpect, 
which is ſtrictly due to Mr, Vice-Chancellor, 


From, SI X, 


His moſt humble and obedient Servant, 
St. Aſaph, Oct. zoth. 1726. 


J. Wynne, 
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Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and 
that there be no Diviſions among you; but that ye be 
perfeftly joyned together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
ame Fudement 


Uman Happineſs is the undoubted End 


of all Religion; and accordingly the 
HIRS| Holy Scriptures recommend thoſe Du- 
dies with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, which 
contribute molt to the general Satisfacti- 


on and Welfare of Mankind. Thus Peace 
land Unity, Love and Charity are known to be the 
ordinary Topicks of the New Teſtament, and are en- 
forced either by Precept, by Parable, or Example, 
in almoſt every Page. 

One might imagine indeed, that theſe Virtues are, 
at firſt View, ſo clear and evident, ſo lovely and de- 
ſirable in themſelves, and ſo highly conducive to our 
nutual Comfort and Support, that there would be 
little or no Occaſion to urge them in Divine Reve- 
ation, and that we ſhould Naturally have walked in 
the Paths of Peace. 

But ſuch has been the Obſtinacy and Blindneſs of 
Iman Nature, ſuch the Propenſity of Men, in all 
Ages, to indulge their predominantLuſts and Paſſions, 
chat hardly any Thing hath been 4% obſerved mo 
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[2] 
theſe excellent Duties; hardly any Thing hath been 


more common in the Conduct of Men, than Strifes 


the Jews lik 


and Diviſions, than Hatred and Revenge. Though and that ou 
Chriſtianity was calculated as the Cure of theſe Evil, Ne had con 
yet it has unhappily been wreſted to promote them; {M10 Labou 
though it was deſign'd to knit us together in che But t happ 
ſtrict Bond of Amity and Love, yet it generally has MS Diſo 
been made the Cauſe of Contention; and though i Converts We 
is the chief Buſineſs of our Religion to calm our Learning; 
Paſſions, and to ſweeten our Tempers, yet it i; lations of t 
known to be ſo far perverted and miſapplied as to pro- profound N 
duce the contrary Effects, and to have been the Pre. 33 

ſublime Do 


tence for molt of the Ravages and inhuman Perſe. 
cutions, which have been fet on Foot in the Chriſtian 
World. We find no Diſputes more violent, and no 
Enmity more intenſe, than what ariſe on a religious 
Score; and though Chriſtianity is of all Inſtitutions 
the moſt candid, and the beſt natured, yet the Abuſe 
and Corruption of it have introduced War and 
Slaughter, Tumultand Sedition | Infomuch that the 


ably proſtit; 
their Schoo 
own in the 
tention of 
more exalte 


5 abſurd a 


xplain*'d uj 


meek and gentle JESUS may be ſaid not to hav alle of 
brought Peace, but a Sword upon Earth. 2% Con 
This was in ſome Meaſure the State and Condition d Rites a1 
of the Church, in its infant Days : It appears to have profeſsd E 
been the occaſion of St. Paul's Advice in the Text, duties 1 
in Regard that the evil Spirit of Diſcord had unhap- nd the dee 
pily prevail'd, even at that Time, amongſt the Co. . Mark © 
rinthians. kd to the 
| Corinth, we read, was a rich, populous and po- arty for 
lite City, which was much reſorted to, on Account ortant N. 
of its advantageous Situation for Trade; and the ood up fo 
quick, active, inquiſitive Genius of its Inhabitants In this d 
ſoon turn'd it into a Kind of Univerſity, and ſtock'd pf Corinth 
ie with ſome of the ableſt Orators, and moſt ſubtle I. Firſt Ex 
Philoſophers of the Age. 1c Superlt 
It appears from the 12th Chepter of the Acts, that ad the Jer 
| et the e the Ge; 


[3] 


80 the Jets likewiſe in great Numbers reſorted thither, 

0 N and that out of theſe two oppoſite Parties our Apo- 
> Wie had converted many to the Faith, by his unwea+ 

vils, .. 

* ried Labours amongſt them, for about two Years, 

* þ 


he Nereat Diſorders, and violent Diſputes: the Gentile 
þ Converts were proud and conceited of their human 
"I Learning; They ſophiſticated the Goſpel with Specu- 


. 8 lations of their own Philoſophy, and explained the 
pro profound Miſteries of Chriſtianity, according to their 
Pre. Ire: concelv d Hypotheſes; inſomuch that the pure and 
ole ſublime Doctrines of our Saviour Chri/t were miſer- 


ably proſtituted to weak Reaſon and to the Jargon of 
their Schools, The plain and practical Rules laid 
lown in the New Teſtament were unworthy the At- 


tian 


| no 


lous | 

m_ ention of theſe refin'd Reaſoners; and what was 
buf. Nrore exalted and myſterious, they either exploded 
ung abſurd and ridiculous, or elſe accounted for, and 


xplain'd upon the Principles of the Plats, or the 
leiſtalle of thoſe Times. On the other Hand, the 
zh Converts were moſt violently addicted to their 
d Rites and unneceſſary Obſervances; They were 


t the 


[1510 
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tion N i 
„ rofeſs'd Enemies to all rational and philoſophical 
L1VC | __ . REL 2s 4. 
Enquiries in Religion; They had a ſtrong Suſpicion 
ext, 8 ee 

bab. nd the deepeſt Abhorrence of any Thing that bore 


ie Mark of Innovation; They were ſtrangely. wed- 
ed to the ceremonial Law, and had no Degree of 
hariry for thoſe who differ'd from them in leis im- 
ortant Matters, and who (like St. Paul) boldly 
od up for the Liberty of the Goſpel. | 
In this divided and forlorn State was the Church 


(o. 


Po- 
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44 Corinth at that Time, when our Apoltle wrote 
bile s firſt Epiltle — The Gentile Teachers deſpiſing 
ae Superſtition and Bigotry of the Juda ſing Party 3 

that nd the Jetoſh Converts, an the other Side, eſteem- 
the e the Gentile Believers as utterly unworthy of the 
B 2 Chriſtian 


the But it happen'd that, in his Abſence, they fell into 
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Chriftian Name, as Favourers of Deiſin, or, in tb. 
modern Phraſe, as fo many Libertines and [ ret. 
thinkers. 

To remedy theſe Inconveniences, to ſilence the- 
loud and unſcaſonable Diſputes, and to make 75 
live together as Brethren in one Faith, and 0114 I 
of their Calling, The great Apoſtle St. Paul imme. 
ately interpoſes his Authority: In the firſt Verſe, he 
aſſerts his divine Miſſion, and then proceeds to mag 

nify the Advantages of their Converſion, afurin 
them of the Continuance of God's Grace, provide 
they were not wanting on their own Part; and to 
this End, he ſubjoins a Caution or rather a Diſſos. 
five againſt Party Conteſts and inteſtine Diviſions, 
Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name f u. 
Lord JESUS CHRIST, that ye heat 
ſame Thing, and that there be no Div ons among jt v; 
but that ye be perfeRly join'd together in the lame Mel 
end in the ſame Judgment. 

L ſhall not detain you with a critical Enquiry i- IN 
to the determinate Senſe of every particular Pr; 
here made uſe of by the Apoſtle, ſince the Word ü in 
general are very ſtrong and expreſſive of his Deſign, 
recommending the ſtricteſt Union to theſe divided and 
unhappy People, requiring them to come to an en. 
tire Harmony in the neceſſary Points of their Fait 
and Practice, and to ſtudy the common Intereſt by 
a mutual Charity, and a generous Forbearance | 
Matters of leſs Concern. 

This doubtleſs i is the Sum and Subſtance of ti: 
Doctrine here deliver'd by St. Paul; and, ſince 
cannot but be thought Ex applicable to our o 
Church, I ſhall take occaſion to enlarge upon 
more particularly i in the following Method. 

Firſt, I ſhall ſtate the Nature, and Extent of th! 
l Union, and ſhew wherein it properly conſiſt 
| Secondly 
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Secondly, I will endeavour to ſet forth the genuine 
Effects, and the bleſſed Conſequences of 1t. 

_ Thirdly, I ſhall recommend ſuch Di/poſitions and 
Qualifications on our Part, as are neceſſary to the 
Attainment of 1t. 

And Lafi/y, I ſhall conclude with ſome practical 
Inferences, ſuitable to the folemn occaſion, on which 
we are here aſſembled. 

Firſt then, I am to ſlate the 
tent of this Chriſtian Cnien, and ſhew wherein it pro- 
perly conſiſts. | 

Now 1t 13 evident, from the Expreſſigns in the 
Text, that more is intended and underſtood by this 
Unity, than a bare agreement in Ailection ; and that 
it is not ſufficient (as ſome would 7 erſwade us) to 
bear Good-will and Kindneſs to on- unleſs 
there be alſo a Harmony in our Religious Princi- 
ples. | 
The Corinthians were not only commanded to bz 
perfectly joywd together in the fame Mind, (which 


1. 
e TU r, 


might denote no more than Af ection aid 1 Ove) 


but likewiſe, to have the fame 7 ws e. if and all 12 


ſpeak the ſame Thane. 


This therefore muſt relate to a ſtrict and entire 
Agreement in their Faith and Practice, as well as 
in a charitable Diſpoſition towards one another: It 
thews that an Be lief was no leſs requir «dof the m, 
than an univerſal Benevolence. But though this 2 
in Opinion, as well as Affection, was recommended 
in the Text; though thele Corin!bigis were requird 
to be joyn'd together, as well in Judgment as in mu- 
tual Kindneſs ; yet, we ought not from hence too 
haſtily to conclude, that They were indiſpenſably 
oblig'd to unite in cvery, “ the minuteſt Point; and 
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The Apoſtle cannot be thought to require more 
at the Hands of his Converts, than what was in their 
Power to practice: For which Reaſon he could not 
expect that, by the meer Force of this Exhortation, 
they could all, on a ſudden, come into the ſame Sen. 
timents; or that, without a miraculous Aſſiſtance o. 
the Divine Grace, they could ever be brought to think: 


alike in every Circumſtance and Article of Faith. 


A general Exhortation to Unity gives no parti. 
cular Conviction to thoſe, who differ in Opinion : It 
is by Argument, and not by Intreaty, that any Al- 
teration or Change is wrought in the Minds of Men. 
The Notion, ſays the immortal Moolaſton, which 
© to me ſeems clear and evident, cannot be tranſ- 
* fus*d into any other Perſon as ſuch, without open- 


ing his Underſtanding, without affiſting him ſo to 


order his Conceptions, that he may find within 
* himſelf the reaſonableneſs of it.“ 

All therefore, that rhe Apoſtle can be ſuppoſed to 
enjoyn, with reſpect to Faith is, that the Corinthian: 


ſhould unanimouſly adhere to the Fundamentals of 


Cbhriſtianity; and that, in Differences about Matters 
of {ſmaller Concern, they ſhould bear with one ano- 
ther, and be ſtrictly joyn'd together in the Bonds of 
mutual Affection and brotherly Love. 

Andas this was the only Union requir'd of Chriſtians, 
in the Primitive and Apoſtolical Times, when the Rule 
of Faith was inconteſtably Pure and Uncorrupt; when 
Terms of Communion with the Church were reaſona- 
ble and eaſy, and its Articles few; ſo it is evident, that 
no other Union than this could be requiſite in After- 
ages, when Chriſtianity ſhould be made a Syſtem of 
dark and diſputable Doctrines, which muſt occaſion a 
Diverſity of Sentiments in Men of different Educati- 
ons, Humours, and Intereſts; eſpecially when it is 
conſider'd, that, after the deccaſe of our LORD and 
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ſible Judge of Controverſies, to whom they might 
Appeal. The Holy Scriptures, indeed, lie open to 
our Search; and, in all the neceſſ ary Points of F aith, 
they are confeſſedly plain: But notorious js it and 
unavoidable, that different Churches, and even diffe- 

rent Members of the ſame Church, give quite diffe- 

rent Interpretations of the ſame Text, in Matters of 
leſs Importance. The Nature of the Thing, as 
well as daily Experience, will abundantly convince 
us, that as long as the Parts and Conſtitutions of 
Men vary, a Diverlity of Sentiments will be as cer- 
tain and inevitable as it is unhappy. 

We find the great St. Paul himſelf, at a time 
when ſeveral were bleſſed with Intallibility, and a 
plentiful Effuſion of the Holy $7477t, earneſtly: preſſing 
his Gentile Converts to bear with the innocent Mit. 
takes of their 7udai/ing Brethren 3, and not to deſpiſe 
x divide from them, becauſe they were weak in 

Faith, or even erroneous in Matters of little Mo- 
ment; Him that is weak in the Faith receive you, 
but not to doubttul Diſputations; or f 10 judge 
« of his doubtful Thoughts,” 

It is therefore Evident, from what has been already 
obſerv'd, that an Agreement in the Fundamental or 
Effential Points of Chriſtianity is ſufficient, and as 
much as can be expected at our Hands ; and that a 
Diverſity of Opinions in other Things ought not 
to be interpreted a Breach or Violation of the Unity 
recommended in the Text: For ſince ſuch a Diver- 
ſity of Opinions was always allowed in the carlieſt 
Ages of the Church, it certainly becomes more ex- 
culable at this diſtance of Time, when Men have mare 
Curioſity, and are leſs aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt. 
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fer him to the plain end expreſs Declarations in the 
New Teſtament, or to the A oſtles Creed, which, ac- 
cording to the Senſe of Antiquity and of our own 
Church, containsall-the neceſſary Articles of our Belief. 

It is, I think, agreed on all Hands, that Perſons 
were admitted to Chriſitan Bafiiſm and other Religi- 
ous Ordinances, in the Primitive Times, upon making 
this or the like Profeſſion ; and it manifeſtly appears 
from our own Baptiſma! Office and from the Church 
Catechiſm, that we allow the explicit Belief of this 
Creed to be ſufficient to entitle vs to all the Privi- 
leges of the ſecond Covenant. In. ſhort, whatever 
i cxpreſly delivered in Holy Writ, as of abſolute 
Necelſity to Salvation, and to the Being of Chriſtiani- 
ty, That I ſtyle Fundamental ; and when we are com- 
manded in the Text, to be of owe Mind, of one Tuds- 
ment, and io ſpear the ſame Thing, no more is required 
than that we agree in the firm Belief of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and are particularly united in ſuch Points as 
the Chriſtian Revelation hath fixed for the Standard 
of Chriſtian Faith. 

But tliis is not the only Uni9z implied in the Words 
of my Text. They require us to be Oue, not only 
in Point of neceſſary Opinion, but alſo in our com- 
mon Allection and Intereſt. 

The Church of C7{/RIST is conſider'd in the 
New Teſtament as One Body, whoſe Members have 
one common End to proſecute and advance, which 
End is the Glory and Honour of CHRIST, 
the Head, and the Support and Happineſs of the 
Ii ble Body. It is neceſſary then that all Chriſtians 
ſhould be iteady and vigorous in the Proſecution. of 
tins great End; that they ſhould not be drawn 
olf from this Main Deſign by any felaA or partial 
Intereſts. When private Quarrels or ambitious Views 
obſtruct the Cu, then of neceflity enſues a "$3 
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minal Schiſm, as was the Cafe at Corinth; for in the 
Verſe immediately following the Text, we read that 
one was ſtrongly attach'd to Peter, another to Paul, 
and another to Apollos; that they were all eagerly 
bent on advancing the Honour and Reputation of 
their reſpective Leaders, though to the manifeſt ne- 
glect of their ſupreme Lord and Maſter; that, in 
hort, they were more buſily engaged in aggrandi- 
ſing each other, than in promoting the Glory of 
CHRIST, or the Peace and Edification of his 
Church. 

If then, my Brethern, we would truly underſtand 
and attain to the Union recommended by St Paul, we 
muſt avoid Diverſity of Opinions in our Faith; as 
likewiſe all Exceſſes of Zeal for any particular Teacher 


or Faction; we muſt neither adhere to a Paul, an A. 
pollos, or a Cephas, any longer than they are found 


to act in direct Subordination to CHRIST 7 ESUS. 
This I apprehend to be the true Nature and ex- 


tent of Chriſtian Union, as far as it is conſider'd here 


m the Text, and may be indifferently applied to all 
the Members of the Catholict Church. 

1 come now to the Second general Head propos d, namely 
to recommend and enforce this Chriſtian Union, by ſetting 
forth ſome of the genuine Effects and bleſſed Conſequences 
of tt. 

Firſt; one happy Efe# of this Chriſtian Union, 
s, that hereby we are entitled to the glorious promiſes 
of the Goſpel, and become one with CHRIST here, 
and ſhall enjoy everlaſting Happineſs with Him here- 
after. We are aſſured by our Lord Himſelf that 
as many as believe in Him, (i. e. as many as aſſent 
to, and practiſe the Eſſential part of his Religion) 
Hall be ſaved; and that they ho believe not ſhall be 
dammd, as having no ſhare or Intereſt in the New 
Covenant, becauſe they comply not with the Conditi- 
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ons of it. It would be abſurd for a Perſon to expect to 
Enjoy the 1 that are peculiar to any Com- 
munity without firſt Conforming to the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of that Community; to hope for Salva- 
tion in the Church of Chriſt without a religious 
Conformity to the ſeveral Articles of that Church. 

We ſee then that an Uion in all the Fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianity is a neceſſary Qualification for 
the Goſpel-Glory ; and that without this we can- 
not be Chriſtians indeed, nor conceive any hopes but 
from the uncovenanted Mercies of Almighty God. 
Whereas, if we adhere with a firm and unſhaken 
Aſſent to all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; if 
we are fully perſwaded of the Merits of Chriſt's 
Death and the Power of his Interceſſion; if we can 
confidently rely on his Promiſes ; and with chear- 
fulneſs conform our ſelves to his Laws; then we 
are of all Men the moſt happy ; then we ſhall enjoy 
a perpetual Peace and Serenity of Mind here, and 
have the moſt undoubted Aſſurances of Pardon and 
Acceptance at the general Reſurrection in the World 
to come. 

Secondly ;, The next happy Efe# of this ChriſtianUmor 
is, that it gives the ſtrongeſt Sanction and Support 
to Chriſtianity ; as it ſilences the Cavils of all ob- 
ſtinate Unbelievers, on the one Hand, and con- 
firms the doubtful and ſcrupulous Chriſtian on the 
other: For it is a certain, = melancholy Truth, 
that nothing has adminiſter'd greater Joy to the 
Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, than the endleſs 
Diſputes and unchriſtian Differences which have 
been obſerv'd to rage among his Subjects: It was 
this Diſunion that gave Spirit and Succeſs to the 
Impoſtor Mahomet ; to this we owe that ſtrong 
torrent of Scepticiſm and Infidelity which prevails 
in 
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in the Churches abroad, and daily gains Ground a- 
mongſt our ſelves. 

And as it is this multiformity of Opinions, which 
has moſt of all increaſed the Number of Unbeliev- 
ers, and overſpread thoſe Countries with Infidelity, 
where the Chriſtian Faith was firſt planted, or 
where it has long flouriſh'd with the greateſt 
Luſtre; ſo it will be in vain for us to think of re- 
medying this Evil, or bringing back the loſt Sheep 
to their antient Fold, till we have, in ſome mea- 
ſure, accommodated our unhappy Differences, and 
brought our ſelves to think alike in the great eſ- 
ſentials of Chriſtianity : For thoſe, whom we ſhall 
endeavour to convert or reclaim, will never want 
Objections againſt us, too ſtrong I fear to be re- 
mov'd, whilſt there does not appear to be any A- 
greement even amongſt our ſelves concerning the 
fundamental Articles of our Religion ; whilſt diffe- 
rent Parties of Chriſtians give different Inter- 
pretations of the fame Texts z mutually inſiſt upon 
oppoſite Terms of Acceptance with God; and, with 
equal Vehemence, preach up Doctrines directly 
contradictory to each other, as of abſolute Neceſſity 
to Salvation. 

But did thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian Name, 
once come to an Agreement in the fundamental} 
points of Faith; could they be prevail'd on to take 
Chriſtianity as deliver'd in the Goſpel; and to be- 
lieve our Saviour's Doctrine in his own Terms 
would they be contented to make nothing neceſſary 
to Salvation but what Chriſt hath expreſly made ſo 
himſelf; and would they for bear impoſing their 
own Conceits and Fictions upon their Brethren as 
the hidden Myſteries of God; then the Outcries a- 
gainſt our Religion would for ever ceaſe, and there 
would be but little room for Triumph amaugſt In- 
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fidels of any Denomination; Chriſtianity would then 


ſhine in its native and primitive Simplicity; Men of 
ſound Senſe and fober Reaſon. would univerſally 
own its divine Authority; and ſuch as wanted ei. 
ther Leiſure or Capacity to examine its Original, 
would however be convinced by the reaſonableneſs of 
its Doctrines and by the Purity of its Laws. 

Thirdly ; Another happy Effect of this Union is, 
that it prevents, or extinguiſhes all the Hatred and 
Uncharitableneſs which are the known and deplorable 
Conſequences of our religious Diviſions, There is 
nothing that ſets us more at Variance, or that gives 
a keener Edge to our Reſentments, than ſpiritual 
Difference. The Man who, in other reſpects, is pi- 
ous and peaccably diſpos'd, becomes oftentimes 
fierce and outragious in his; here Ill-Nature and 
Uncharitableneſs -paſs for laudable Zeal and a juſt 
Senſe of Religion ; here the moſt poignant Satire, 
through the Ignorance of the Age or the parti- 
ality of Faction, is rewarded with Applauſe ; and 
here the bittereſt Invective becomes at leaſt par. 
donable, if not meritorious. - Under this Cloak it 
is, that the Diſputers of this World, that the oppo- 
ſite Champions of the ſame Communion are {cen 
to ſlander and traduce each others Characters, in- 
duſtriouſly engaging Multitudes in their reſpec- 
tive Intereſts, and ſo ſtriking at the vitals of Chriſt's 
Church, dividing it into Schiſms and Parties un- 
der the ſpecious Pretence of doing God Service, 
and of promoting the Honour of his Name. 

But, were we agreed in the Standard of our holy 
Faith; were we content to make Chriſt the ſole 
head of his Church, and to require no more of 
his Subjects than what he himself has thought fit to 


Impoſe; were we willing to embrace thoſe as our 
Brethren, who conform themſelves to the Scripture 
& | a 
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46 the unerring Word of God ; and, in ſhort; 
could we be perſuaded unanimouſly to own all 
the plain and momentous Truths of the Goſpel, 
bearing with each others different Sentiments in 
matters merely ſpeculative and of ſmall Concern, 
then would our Sion flouriſh and its Borders ould be 
enlarged, then Mercy and Truth would meet together, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace wonld kiſs each other. 

Fourthly ; The next happy Effect of this | Union, 
which I would recomniend, is, that it would prove an 
admirable Security to the Proteſtant Cauſe in ge- 
neral, and to the Church of Exgland in particular. 
The Emiſſaries of Nome have never been more ſuc- 
ceſsful againſt the Proteſtant Religion, than by 
widening the Diviſions amongſt the Reform'd. 

This has been their laſt and beſt Artifice ; and 
without this they were ſenſible their Cauſe would 
ſoon fall to the Ground. But as long as they are 
able to keep us divided; as long as they can blow 
up the Coals of Contention in our Land; and, by 
a fatal Deluſion, ' reconcile us to their Schemes, ſo 
long are they confident of maintaining an Intereſt 
in our Country, and ſo long have they a proſpect 
of weakening and overturning the Church of Ex- 
gland, A very ſmall Acquaintance with our own 
Hiſtory, and eſpecially with the Tranſactions of 
two memorable Reigns, would convince us of this 
Truth: It would ſhew from unqueſtionable Facts, 
that Popery has never had more Security or Suc- 
ceſs than by our own inteſtine Heats and unnatu- 
ral Diſſentions. 

However abſurd or ridiculous the Claim of chat 
Church to Infallability may be, yet it certainly has a 
very powerful Effect upon thoſe who are weak enough 
to believe it, as it keeps them cloſe to the Center of Uni- 
ty; as it prevents all private Doubts, and will not yr ter 
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them to diſſent from a Judgment which is ſuppoſed 
to be incapable of m_ But as we of the 5 
Religion live under the Freedom of the Goſpel, ſo we 
ſeem to have preſumed too far upon this Indulgence, 
and to have carried our Religious Liberty into a 
ſort of Licentiouſneſs: Not content with our juſt 
Privilege and Toleration to diſſent from one ano- 
ther in Matters of Indifference, we run into the moſt 
wanton and unreaſonable Diviſions in Eſſential 
Points; as well as the fierreſt Rage and Animoſity, 
in Defence of our reſpective Opinions agamſt one 
another. From hence our Enemies of the Romiſh 
Church take an occaſion to Triumph over us, and 
repreſent our Religion, as a Medley of the moſt 
incongruous and ſelf-contradicting Opinions. 

Whereas were they, who profeſs the Proteſtant 
Name, of a truly Proteftant Spirit; were we but a- 
greed in advancing the great Deſigns of the Refor- 
mation ; and contented to receive one another as 
Brethren without doubtful Diſputations 3 then Po- 
pery and Enthuſiaſm would quickly vaniſh and diſ- 

3 our Church would continue the Glory and 
the Support of the Proteſtant Faith; and we might 
with Confidence defy all Popiſh Powers to invade ci- 
ther our Civil or Religious Rights. 

Laſtly, and to conclude this General Head, An 
Umon m our Faith and Intereſt, would greatly ad- 
vance Pure and Practical Religion: It would 
make Virtue and Morality more eſteem'd and at- 
tended to in the World. When the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel are eagerly canvaſs'd, its Precepts are 
but faintly regarded. What is plain and evident, is 
unworthy our Notice, and to do as we would be 
done unto, 15 then an unſeaſonable, an unedifying 
Topick ; the Words, Hereſy and Schiſm, Myſte- 
ry and the Church, Apoſtacy and Damnation 
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are the moſt entertaining, the moſt faſhionable Sub- 
This is a known and common Conſequence 
of Religious . ; when at other Times, 

and practical Diſcourſes meet with due Approbation, 
and their deſerved Encouragement; Then the 
Preacher may be allowed to inform his Hearers, 
that Faith without Works is dead; that ſtrict Or- 
thodoxy joyned to the warmeſt Zeal will avail them 
but little, unleſs they are alſo Juſt and Charitable 
to their Neighbours, and lead a peaceable, as well 
as Godly Lite. 


' Thirdly ; I now come to the Third Thing propo- 


| ſed; Namely, To recommend a few Diſpoſitions 


and Qualifications on our Part, without which this 
bleſſed Chriſtian Union can never be attain'd. 


I. Now the firſt and grand Qualification is 
Humility, or a modeſt Opinion of our ſelves : For 
without this, we ſhall neither be diſpoſed to ex- 
amine cooly into the Doctrines of Chriſt, nor 
calmly to weigh, what others may have to urge, 
in oppoſition to our Sentiments of theſe Doctrines. 
Without this we ſhall be apt to reject every Ar- 
ticle that ſquares not with our haſty Judgment, 
and our Paſſions will inſult the Myſteries of Faith: 
Without this we ſhall either condemn, as irrational 
and abſurd, what we are unable to explore ; or elſe 
reduce thoſe ſublime Oracles of God, to our own low 
and miſtaken Apprehenſions. On the other hand, 
if we are truly ſenſible of our own Weakneſs and 
of the Divine Wiſdom ; if we reflect how liable 
we are to err, and how many Things are poſlible 
with God, which to us are inconceivable ; we ſhall 
then be diſpoſed to a religious Union; we ſhall 
ſubmit to an impartial Examination; thankfully ac- 
| quieſcing 
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quieſcing in the Holy Scripture, and readily agree- 
ing in all the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, though 
we may not fully comprehend the Reafons on 
which they are founded. 


II. The Second Qualification, that I ſhall menti- 
on, is Moderation and Forbearance with each other 
in our religious Sentiments. 


If we were duly poſſeſs'd with an eaſy and calm 
| Temper, we ſhould ſoon come to a good Un- 
derſtanding and happy Agreement in neceſſary 
Points, and ſhould contentedly ſuffer each other to 
think differently in things that are unneceſſary, 
intricate, and abſtruſe. The Mind that is ruffled 
and diſcompos'd by Paſſion, can no more diſtin- 
guiſh between Truth and Falſhood, than a ſightleſs 
Eye can diſcern Diverſity of Colours. Hence is it 
that the warm, ſanguin Diſputant never is ca- 

ble of receiving Conviction: He is ever apt to 
miſunderſtand what is offer'd by thoſe who op- 
poſe him; and by this Means to plunge himſelf, 
not only into ſpeculative but perſonal Miſtakes. 
His haſte and impatience overrun his Judgment, 
and will not ſuffer him to examine and weigh 
the Force which the Reaſonings of an Adverſa- 
ry are attended with. And as he is not capable 
of receiving Inſtruction, ſo neither is he qualified 
to teach or inſtruct others. For if once the 
Teacher is hated, his Doctrines can never be be- 
lov'd. If he once is look'd on as an Enemp, all 
his Intentions will be ſuſpected as miſchievous ; 
all his Endeavours will be taken for the Efforts 
of ill Deſign. His Words will be ſhunn'd like 
Arrows, and whenever he ſpeaks, he will be 


thought to have the Poyſon of Adders his 
| | ps. 
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Lips. Though his Speech is powerful, and his 


Arguments excel in Strength, yet they will not be 5 
h g F * * 18 * 8 
8 able to work Conviction : They will fall to the geil 


on Ground, defeated and diſarm'd of their native "WY 
Force. It will therefore be impoſſible for him to 1 
draw after him Diſciples, or even to gain a ſingle e 
Proſelyte to his Opinions, unleſs his Actions ſhew Hey 
er Wirth Moderation and Forbearance ; unleſs his Do- R. 
frines are ſeen to flow from Humanity and Friend- þ: 47 
ſhip, from a Heart poſſeſs'd with right Affections; + "8 
** from a Heart that is void of Malice and III-will. 999 
3 With ſuch Diſpoſitions and Qualifications as theſe, "PM 
e hall cnfily attain to Chriſtian Unity ; if, bi 


m. Tn the third and laſt Place, we enquire ſin- 
5 cerely after religious Truths, and heartily apply our 


ſelves to Almighty God, for his Aſſiſtance of us in 
our beſt Endeavours. | 


Without theſe Aids all others will be found vain 


5 ind ineffectual: There will be no Merit in our A- 
17 greement when it is founded either on Chance ot 
e Neat Examples : If our Faith is built on no other 
— oundation than good Nature and Complaiſance; 
Ay f we ſee not into the Reaſons and Obligation of 


P noſe important Articles, and do not conform our 
ble rofeſſion to that of our Chriſtian Brethren, in pure 
10d Obedience to Chriſt our Head, then our Union will 


te of little or no account; it will be ever precari- _ * 
be. and uncertain 3 and then we ſhall be in danger £1 2 
al f falling from the Faith upon Temptation, and up- 14 FS. 
1 n every Change. But if, on the other hand, we 24 1 
vaſe Tiouſly ſet about to find out the Truth; if we are ; Wl 


ike ways open to Conviction, and religiouſly apply to 
* he Throne of Grace; then we cannot fail of be- 
his ming true Members of the Body of Chriſt we 

33 D ſhall 
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fhall then be made one with him, and one amongſt 


our ſelves, 


It is owing to the want of this Diſpoſition that 
our Church is torn and divided; that we are apt to 


take our Notions upon truſt, and to deſpiſe all fur- 
ther Enquiries; that we reſt in full aſſurance of 
our being in the Right, eſteeming it the higheſt 


Affront either to be reaſon'd with or contradicted, 


But were we ingenuous and inquiſitive z were we 
ght, and as ready to hear as 
we are to teach and inform others; then we ſhould 
ſoon come to an agreement in Points that are of ab- 
{ſolute neceſſity ; we ſhould ſee abundant reaſon ei- 
ther to alter and correct our own Judgments, or 


deſirous of better Li 


elſe charitably to bear with thoſe who difſent from 


This (as I before obſerv'd) is all the Unity that 
we can expect to attain to in our your State; IL 


e Text; and it 
is ſuch as will entitle us to the higheſt and moſt exalted] 
degree of Happineſs and Bliſs, both in this World 


is all that St. Paul recommends in 


and that which is to come. 


laſt Place, to ſet before you ſome practical Infe. 
« Fences, ſuitable to the ſolemn Occaſion on which we 


we are here met together. 


*. | 

Seeing then that an ion, in fundamental and 
neceſſary Points, is the only Union of Aſſent that 
the Goſpel requires, or that poſſibly 
tain'd it may readily be inferr d, that it is the Du A 
of thoſe, who are Miniſters and Preachers of tha”, © 


 Fourthly, I ſhall now proceed in the fourth and 


can be at 


Goſpel, to promofe this Union only, without | 


liſting on any other Terms of 


IN a cement and 
Fellowſuip than what Chriſt has inſutted on, 
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hat are made the Terms of Juſtification and Ac: 
hat ceptance with God. We, my Brethren, who are 
mt ſuppos'd to underſtand the Will of God more per- 
ell than others, ſhould be found altogether with» 
out Excuſe in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, ſhould 
we endeavour to ſhut what he has open'd ; ſhould 
we make the Way of Salvation narrower than our 
Saviour himſelf has made it; or ſhould cut off 
from Church-Communion thoſe who are found 
Members of Chrift's Body; who walk with hin 
here by Faith, and who hereafter ſhall reign with 
him in Glory, Much more inexcuſable ſhould we 
be, ſhould we judge Uncharitably of our Chriſtian 
Brethren 3 ſhould we paſs the Sentence of Reproba- 
ton on them, and mark them out as Veſſels of 
God's Wrath, on account of involuntary Errors 
and accidental differences of Opinion, in doubtful 
and diſputable Points. 
Let me therefore Exhort you, not to lay a 
Stumbling- block in che Way af a Brother; not to 
widen the Breaches amongſt Chriſtians nor ſtreighten 
the Gate of everlaſting Life; not to grieve 
* and afflict the ſorupulous and tender Conſcience, 
Infe by unneceſſary Impoſitions of ſuch Terms of Com- 
þ wo munion and. Articles of Faith, as Chriſt and his 
1 have na where impoſed. Let me farther 
exhort you to abſtain from all Cantention and 
1 and * "ite 3 from every degree of Injury and Perſecuti- 
dn on a religious Account; and ta make it the great 
de ul Buſinefs of your Lives and Labours, that we all 
may become one Flock under one Shepherd, and 
may hold the Catholick Faith in Unty of Spirit, in 
the Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. 
But - Secondly, Another Inference to be made 
dom the foregoing Diſcourſe is, That fince Chri- 
than Unity is ſo great and defireable a Bleſſing, it 
> 0G D 2 1 
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| A8 Buty of all Meh, and .more proc of 
to promote this Unity, making uſe 
ie Means whereby it can beſt tad moſt ſuc. 
*#e&fully be attain'd. What cheſe Means are we 
may every where learn in the Holy Scriptures, 
both from the Precepts and Example of Chriſt, 
It was by Perſwaſion and Inſtruction in the Spirit 
of Gentleneſs, and F arbearance, and brother 
Love, that the glad Tidings of Salvation a 
firſt made known. By theſe Means Chriſtianity has 
hitherto ſubſiſted; and to theſe ought all its Pro- 
feſſors to have recourſe, whenever they engage in 
its Propagation or Defence. As for Force and 
Perſecution, temporal Penalties, and human 
Terrors, they are ſuch Means as Religion entirely 
diſallows; and ſuch as every woe Diſciple and 
Follawer of Chriſt ought yd foes to diſclaim. 
They are ſuch indeed, as Falſhood, and Fraud, 
and Impoſture ſtand-in need of: They are ſuch as 
the Church of Rome: has ever been 72 Fun to pra: 
iſe and apprave; witneſs her Inquiſitians, 10 
Maſſacres, and Cruſadoes: witneſs that noble 
Army, that innumerable Hoſt of Saints and Mar: 
tyrs who have fallen a Sacrifice to her inſatiable 
Cruelty, and unrelenting Rage. Or rather, to 
come nearer to our own Times and our own Ex: 
penence, witneſs thoſe Spectacles of Barbariy 
and Bloodſhed ; thoſe "hs. of Horror and deep 
Diſtreſs, chat unparallell'd Triumph over every 
Thing that is Proteſtant, that is Chriſtian, that 
is Human, which our Popiſh Adverſaries, in 4 
neighbouring Kingdom, have lately exhibited to 
our View. When we, at this Diſtance, ' enquire, 
Why do the Heathen fo furiouſly rage? Why are 


Multitudes of innocent Men butcher'd in a ſavage 
72k moſt illegal Manner ? Why are our Proteſtant 
"Brethren 
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1 
Brethren continually ſubject to Violence and Opy 
preſſion 3 loaded with numberleſs Hardſhips and 
Wrongs3' deſpoil'd of all their civil and religious 
Rights, and expos'd to the moſt mercileſs and in- 
tolerable Treatment? I ſay, when ſuch Enquiries 
are made, and we find that theſe are the Means 
which the Church af Rome employs in Defenſe of 
her corrupt and errancous Faith; ſhall not we, my 
Brethren, . who have not ſo learn'd Chriſt, openly 
condemn ſuch unchriſtian, ſuch inhuman Means? 
Shall we not deteſt the Thoughts of practiſing, in 
any Degree, what we thus condemn ? It therefore 
is more particularly incumbent on , who are Mi- 
niſters and Teacherg of the Reform'd Religion, to 
endeavour as much as 1s pofiible, by Profeſfion and 
Practiſe, by Doctrine and Example, to diſcourage 


the uſe of Force and Perſecution on a. religions 


Account; and to ſuppreſs all ſuch Principles as are 
any way inconſiſtent with univerſal Charity, and 
the publick Good. And ſince the Inſtances before 
us, of the terrible Effects of Uncharitableneſs, are 
ſo freſh and ſo ſtrongly impreſsꝰd on our Minds; it is 
likewiſe our Duty to return moſt humble and hearty 
Thanks to Almighty God, nor only for delivering 
this Church and Nation from the Bondage of Po- 
pery, but alſo for raiſing up a Deliverer of our 
oppreſs'd and perſecuted Neighbours, and for 
placing him on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, 
adorn'd with every  Princely Virtue, © and endued 
with a true ang proper Zeal for the Honour of God, 
and the Good of Mankind. 

To the foregoing Inferences, the only one re- 
maining to be added is this; that ſince the Clergy 


are oblig'd, above alt others; to promote Chriſtian 


Unity; it muſt conſequently be more incumbent on 
them, to furniſh themſelves with the Qualifications and 
| + | | ” Diſpolitions 
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cfsof- Mind, with Meekneſs and Natience, 
and mutual Forbearance, to imitate the Exumple 
of our Lord and Maſter; who though he was in 
the Form of God; made himſelf of no Repurati- 


on, and took upon him the Form of à Servant, 


hum bli eee er e 


the Cr E e een 
hſting e X* 
' That ve, being like unto him in his State of Hu- 


 miliation, - may alſo. be Partakers of his Glory, 


and may inherix that ech, which the Prince of 
Peace has, prepar'd for fuch as promote and fol. 
low after Peace and Chriſtian Unity; God of bis 
infinite Merey grant, through the Merits and Me- 
diation of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the 
Father and the Hol Ghoſt, be aſcribed Glory 
and Worſhip, NI — 28 e 
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